How to have a God Blessed day
John 15:1-5
As I begin our sermon this morning I would like to read you a scripture that is a very good verse to wake up to in the morning.  Psalms 118:24 says: This is the day which the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. When I first entered the ministry one of the members of the church I served told me that when the first member of her family wakes up –that person begins to sing the verse and the others join in as they awaken. Now I think that this is a terrific boost in having a God-blessed day, to start the day with a song in your heart and the Lord on your mind. 

How important is it to you to have a God-blessed day? This morning we are going to talk together about 3 things that scripture teaches will allow us to receive God’s blessing every day you live. Now I know that a few of us may be thinking-that seems a bit superficial for there are people facing terrific problems today-hunger, joblessness, physical pain, surely their problems cannot be solved in following three or even 4 points. Well I do not mean to discount human suffering however, I do believe that everyone will have problems of some kind in this life- and the important thing is to how we respond to these problems when they come. Regardless of the severity of the problem you might be facing, be it large or small, this prescription for God’s Blessing will put more meaning and power in your daily life so that you can actually have a supernatural day. 


I was reading a pamphlet some time ago that urged the reader who desired to have God’s blessing to command the morning. What he meant by that was for us to take charge of each day! To not fall into a pattern of dreading to get up because of  your difficulties or circumstances so that they rule over you, but you rule over them. This author had a very good idea because this was the method it seems that Christ used when facing each day. He would get up early and find some place to be alone with his Heavenly Father and he and the Father would fellowship together. It was during those times that Christ prepared himself to meet the hundreds of people needing his help. He also received inspiration and guidance in dealing with each days difficulties. 
 And he told us to follow his example in John 15:4,5 where he said, “ Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me.  I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.
How do you abide in Christ? How do you have time alone with him? By reading the Bible and spending some time in prayer with God each morning before facing the day, or at least some time during the day . When you start out your time alone with God, begin by reading the scripture. Pray for God to show you what he wants you to learn and apply to your life that day and then read in the New Testament and read until you feel you have been spoken to by the Lord. Then pray about what you have read. Ask yourself. “How can I apply this today to my life?”  Then pray about your family’s needs or your needs at work. If you need guidance pray about that and wait on God to supply. Many times when I have prayed for guidance things have popped into my mind and given me direction. But the most important part of this time with God is having fellowship with him and receiving his strength and outlook for the day. And that can change your life.
Sometimes the change can be more than you even expected. Such was the case of William Spence. William was very shy when he was a small boy. He had a stammer that would prevent him from even conversing with those around him. Sometimes when he would try to speak the words would just stick in his mouth and gasp of air would come out. Unfortunately in dealing with this William became a loner. When William became 15 years old he was very fortunate to find a job. His job was to fire the church furnace every Sunday morning. For this duty he was paid $4 a month. But the job wasn’t easy. He had to get up at 3 o’clock on Sunday morning-many times walking through snow-and then after he put the coal in the furnace and lit it, he had to wait in the cold church to make sure it would heat properly. He did this by sitting on the register right below the beautiful stain glass window. As he waited in there one Sunday, he began his time of communion with God. It started almost accidently. He was looking up at the beautiful window. It was a picture of Jesus seated with a lamb at his feet. William wondered what it would be like to sit like that lamb at Jesus’ feet. The lamb seemed to be so happy and secure. So he began to reach out to become like that lamb. One morning he began to read a hymnbook while waiting. As he read the words of the hymn came alive. He knew them by heart, but now they had new meaning. He began to read the words out loud and as he did he noticed that he didn’t stammer or shudder at all. In time these mornings of communion with God gave him a healing from his speech impediment he did not expect. 

Now the second thing the bible teaches us is for us to bring the inspiration of our quiet time into our everyday living by doing everything we do to the glory of God. I Cor. 10:31 says, “ In everything you do, do to the Glory of God.” This begins with our employment, or homemaking, or whatever our work is each day. Pray and ask God how you can bring his glory into your job. If your daily activity is one that you think is unimportant or dull or beneath you level of proficiency, remember that this is that task God has given you and it is important to him and he is waiting to see what you are going to do with it. Ephesians 6:6 says “work hardily as unto the Lord, not with eye service as men pleases, but from the heart, knowing that it is the Lord who rewards you.” God will reward you according to your faithfulness to the task before you-so if you job is dull, use your creativity to make it interesting-go the second mile with it.
 A very good example of this is a friend, Vann Scott. He graduated from University of Virginia with a degree in Business Administration and UAB with a Masters in Business Administration back in 1975-when a recession was at its height. He looked and looked for a job and could not find anything but to be the midnight manager of a bakery shift at Waits Bakery in Birmingham. The pay was little-the hours were impossible and his education was not needed but he took the job-and did his best with it. And the small job became the key to his career. He does not like sweets-but the way the cookies were baked-the way the cakes were prepared fascinated him. He mastered all of their recipes and after working for 2 ½ years at Waits he went to the bank and borrowed money and purchased the old Savages bakery in Homewood. He streamlined and modernized the old bakery and  it has become one of the two premier bakeries in Birmingham. Now none of that would have been possible had Van not tried to his best at the seemingly insignificant job he was provided.
What is your God given task?  Pray for God’s help with it. Pray for creativity and no matter how unimportant it may seem, Remember it is important to God because it is your job and he will use it to bless you. 
Finally I would like to share with you another element that makes the day complete and that ingredient is love. Take love from you encounter with God each day and send it out to others that you come in contact with. I John 3: 11 says, “ this is the message you heard from the beginning, We should love one another.” This is the central message of evangelism. Channel God’s love through you to other people. . Look for ways to minister to others. It will bless you as you do so. I think one of the most rewarding habits is to become an encourager. Get into the habit of smiling at others, and being a blessing to them. Seek to edify and bless others with your specific God given gifts. Pray about it and expect God to guide you.
Dr. Russell H. Conwell in his book, Acres of Diamonds, wrote about the interesting history of the building of Temple Baptist Church in Philadelphia Penn.. It seems years ago before the present day church and university stood, In the early 1900’s Temple Baptist was located on a different part of town. The sanctuary and educational wing were tiny but they had a growing outreach to all areas of the community. One Sunday a small girl was found sobbing in the worship area during Sunday school.  It was discovered that she had been turned away from attending the class for her age group because they had no more room in her class.  The pastor then took her to another class and she became a faithful member. Some two years later this pastor was called by a family to bury this same child who had died from influenza. Her very poor parents presented the pastor with a small purse that the child had in safe keeping. In the purse was a note plus 57 cents in a napkin. The note read, “this money is to help build the little church bigger so more children can go to Sunday school.” The child had faithfully, saved the money over the last two years. The next Sunday the pastor carried the note with the napkin containing the 57 cents to the pulpit and challenged the congregation to get busy and raise enough money so no child would be turned away from Sunday School.  The main newspaper heard about the story and printed it.  That week a real estate agent called the pastor and offered the church a large, prime piece of real estate downtown for $250,000. The pastor met with the trustees and they gave approval to purchase the property if the money was raised and a building campaign was begun. However the agent needed a down payment to keep the property from being sold to another person. No money had been raised and the pastor said, “All we have is the 57 cents that the little girl gave us.” The agent took it and Temple Baptist Church with a seating capacity of 3,300 was built and from it Temple university was born. 
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